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A SHIPWRECK OFF THE COAST OF CEYLON.
AN ENCHANTING TALE SET IN 19TH CENTURY A DIARY THAT HOLDS THE KEY TO A
CEYLON AND MODERN-DAY SRI-LANKA. N ST T SR,
AYOUNG MAN ABOUT TO EMBARK
ON THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME.

After discovering a diary written by a snake charmer named Roshan in
1844, Jasper Powell finds himself in the throes of an
age-old mystery.

As he unravels the story within the pages of the diary, Jasper uncovers
a key to a long-lost treasure, held in an inconspicuous inner-city
Melbourne building, and plans which have been set in place for

someone to complete a task that Roshan could not.

Jasper realises that he has a treasure of cultural and historical

significance on his hands and decides to make

VINCENT E)ILVARRY Roshan’s dream a reality.

A rich tale of vivid characters and exotic lands, The Snake Charmer’s

Tale takes readers on a journey of magic and miracles...
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A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR
WHY DID YOU WRITE THE SNAKE CHARMER'S TALE:
WHAT WERE YOUR INSPIRATIONS?

This story was inspired by an experience in the Golden Temple of
Dambulla in Sri Lanka in the 1990s. The temple is a series of five
caves that were converted into a temple over 2000 years ago. I
ventured into The Cave of the Great Kings, and as I was gazing up
at the face of a rather large, seated Buddha, I realised to my
amazement that he was nodding his head, and his eyes and lips were
moving as well. As you can imagine, an experience like that is
something you would never forget. And even to this day, I have no
idea what the Buddha was saying, but it was responsible for this
story. And when I sat down at my computer ten years later, I had no
idea what I was going to write about, but I persevered, and this story

is the result of my efforts.

DO YOU HIDE ANY SECRETS IN YOUR BOOKS THAT
ONLY A FEW PEOPLE WILL FIND?

The following concepts underline every book that I write, and they
are the very essence of every character: that love is the most powerful
force in the universe, and that people are the most important thing

in this world, not wealth or power or fame.
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“A wonderful read.
Well plotted and
captivating in its

SNAKE | character's challenges
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